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inhabitants of the Russian provinces taken from Poland,
together with a reasonable share of the Duchy of Warsaw,
and that for an action of this kind, however useful it might
be, it is not necessary ttrseek an acquisition to his empire as
enormous and threatening as the one proposed (an empire
today large enough for the purpose of good government), at
the expense of the present position and future security of his
Allies, and in contravention of his own obligations and of
those principles of justice and moderation which he has so
often declared to be the only rules of conduct and which so
admirably governed his conduct toward France in the last
peace treaty*
His Imperial Majesty should also consider how much against
moral law it is to embark hastily on a venture which will raise
fears and discontent in neighboring states and political unrest
in his own. If moral duty requires that the condition of the
Poles be ameliorated by a change as radical as the revival of
their monarchy, then let this amelioration be carried out
according to the high and liberal principle of re-establishing
them as a truly independent nation, rather than transforming
two thirds of it into a formidable military advantage in the
hands of a single power,v
Such a liberal action^ would be acclaimed throughout
Europe without dissension and would be promptly accepted
by Austria and Prussia. True, in the light of ordinary state-
craft, it would be a sacrifice on the part of Russia, but, if His
Imperial Majesty is not disposed to make such sacrifices to
moral obligation on the part of his own Empire, then he has
no moral right to make similar experiments at the expense of
his Allies and neighbors.
More must be said. As long as His Majesty adheres to this
unfortunate plan, it will be impossible for any plan of adjust-
ment in the reconstruction of Europe to be suggested by the
plenipotentiaries of the allied powers or for the present Con-
gress to assemble formally to discuss and sanction any such
plan.
Casflereagh entered the secret discussions with a real
fear of the Russian plans. On the ninth, Prince Harden-
berg took part in them. According to the note he sent